
 

 ©2016 Dellenbach Venture Counsel.  All Rights Reserved. 

      
 
 
 

 
 
 

Copyright in the US and most 
of the world is automatic upon 
fixation of an original work of 
authorship in a tangible medium 
of expression.  In plain English: 
you get copyright protection 
automatically when you put 
your original works on paper or 
in digital medium.   

It’s a new year: time to update your copyright notice.  An 
updated copyright notice on your website shows you are paying 
attention.  It also shows you are protecting your content as you 
evolve. 
 
Always use “©20XX [CLIENT NAME].  All Rights Reserved.” 
on your important copyrighted content, including your website 
and terms of use, as well as code and other proprietary content.   
If the evolution of the work spans several years, you may use a 
range: “©20XX-2016 [CLIENT NAME]. All Rights Reserved.” 
 
No registration or payment of any fee is required for use of a 
copyright notice.  Registration does offer some significant 
benefits, with which you should become familiar.  But it is not 
required in order for you to mark your proprietary works of 
authorship with the appropriate notice. 
 
The notice is not required in order to have protection.  However, 
the notice does deter erstwhile infringers, and it puts others on 
notice that you claim protection in a particular work.  Once a 
party is on notice of your claim, they can be liable for wilful 
infringement and treble damages. 
 

DELLENBACH  
VENTURE COUNSEL 
2801 Waterman Boulevard,  
Suite 270 
Fairfield, CA 94534 
Tel.: +1.415.326.4511 
info@dellenbach.net 
www.dellenbach.net 
skype: dellenbachvc 

DELLENBACH VENTURE COUNSEL offers sophisticated, business-focused legal representation for ventures, entrepreneurs and their 
investors in Silicon Valley and worldwide. Our clients include established venture-backed companies and early-stage startups that are 
building world-class technology, software, internet, communications, media, life sciences, energy and other high-growth business in 
Silicon Valley and around the globe. Together with an extensive network of experienced professionals and service providers, we are able 
to offer our clients premier strategic and general legal services to support their sustainable growth.   

Please let us know if you would 
like additional information 
about how to protect your 
copyrights and other valuable 
intellectual property. 
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